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The Chairman’s Corner

By Art Jackson, KASDWI
The Tropo Gods Gave a Party...
And | Just About Missed [t!!!

Well thefirst question for you all was, “Where were you
on September 6th & 7th.”. | hope most of you got a
chanceto be at the 2-Meter radio and experience one of
thase unique eventsthat will be talked about for years
andyeas. It appeasthat anumber of usjust were busy
with other matters or were just on the wrong sides of
Canada and the United States.

If you have been elsewhere, | eluded to you all | ast
month in the Bulletin that something big had happened
in early September. Most of the eatern ore-half of the
United States experienced a Tropospheric Ducting
opening of what youwould call, “One for the Record
Books’. At the same time you could call the conditions
during the opening somewhat strange. In any case, it
made 20 dus yeas onthis band worth the wait.

Approaching that weekend, | was heavily swamped by
my studies. Youmight say | wastotally removed. In
preparing for a couple of upcoming exams, | at least had
the computer up onthe Internet and was on it with my
Interadive Algebraclass. My better half got home and
demanded my time. Of course | obliged. Arourd
10:00PM, | dedded to cdl it aday and shut down the
computer. | traditionally review my Email s before | cdl
it aday. Thank God| did that evening.

On the Yahoo SWOT Group age, | select “Individual
Email s’ for every post onthe site. | admit that “ Digests”
and “No Email s’ areless of ahasde, but if youwant to
know something right away, seled “Individual Emails”.
| quickly glanced at the Email s and sure enough | see a
Email from apost from Lee N5TIF. Thebandis
open!!!! | turned on the 2 Meter rig and started listening
in onthe madness.

| admit living in the Dall as/Fort Worth Metroplex
(MetroMesy hasit disadvantages. We have too many
Hams and too many antenna ordinances for one thing.
Still for some reason, everyone was behaving fairly well
and it wastoo overcrowded. Thereisusualy one or two
out there that have the drive and Mic gain cranked uptoo
much, someone yelli ng onthe Call Frequency and the
unavoidable stepping on each other. Overadl, everyone
was very pleasant and respectful of each ather thistime.
Also, most would inform the DX station that others were
there to also work him. | am sure glad that afew of us
still dothat.

The conditions that Friday night was much like one of
thefirst Tropo openings | remember way bad in 1983.
What caught me off guard was the conditions were more
like “E” scatter rather than a Tropoopening. There
weren't many signals and they tended to fade in and out.
Once gain, | was at adisadvantage. It wasto the north
and rortheast. There | have the Evil Hills /4 milefrom
the house. Still | did manage to work central Ohio. Of
course, it was someone that | had worked before on Es
and Meteors. Signals were very strong to my north, but
most of those stations were pointing towards the eat
rather than towards us.

Sincel have been around for awhile, | tend to now
ohserve more than operate. | have had my VUCCfor 15
yeas and have had well over 30 states for aslong.

Being herein this crowded area, | tend to sit back more
and study the propagation. Youwill hear me when its
valuable.

In my years on VHF, being a student of propagation hes
tremendouwsly helped me get successes to offset the lack
of a “Big Gun” station. Asl amlisteningin, | wason
the Internet looking at the Weather sites analyzing what
was causing the opening. Thisonewas classic!!!!

First of al, | do nd use the Hepburn Tropo Prediction
site. Thesiteisniceto maybe dert you that something
could occur. It isnot precise andiswrong more than it
isright. It'slike predicting the weather. Youcan do a
better job than the guyson TV and at the weather office
at times when you know what to look for. | was pretty
much convinced by late Saturday morning that we were
in for arepea performancethat evening and it was going
to be every bit as goodand probably better. Later inthe
Bulletin | will display some of the dharts | use.

| spent anice peaceful Saturday on school and horey-do
matters all the time knowing that the evening was going
to beinteresting. The YL had along day herself at
school and called it an ealy evening. Abou 30 seconds
after she called it anight, therigwasonand | was
looking to see what had developed. No surprises. | was
heaing the Big Guns of McAlester Oklahoma and few
of the locals engaged in the sport of hunting DX.

Unfortunately, my heat was snking. The DX was
coming from abou 45to 60 degrees from the QTH.
Those ($"* & $#™* M) (1$#%0% hills!! !

Still, | am heaing things. And again what appeared to
be oddwas atotal lack of real QRM. | am heaing fairly
long DX, the locals who are close or pointing over me
but, NO ONE IN BETWEEN!!! Ohio, lllinais, are there
and suddenly. | worked a cude of them. | hea afew
working in New England, but noluck for me. Only got
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one new grid, but anew gridisanew grid. Odd
condtions, it is more like Esthan Tropoagain. It is till
there and it won't go away. | hea alittle commotion
around 190andit isRonWZ1V FN31in Connrecticut
working herein Texas. | redly don't think | can make it
so | twist the rotor back and forth praying for some peek
between those dang hills. Hissignal comesupandis
very readable. Now patienceisneaded. Heis
attempting to complete with Al Ward W5LUA on
ancther band. Wes Atchison, WASTKU and | await his
return. | need this state.

After afew minutes he returns completes with Wes and
the good operator Wesis, heturns him over to me. He
signal isdown bu strong enough to complete. He goes
down into the noise (that's Tropo) when anew signal
appears. Thisone will make the time, effort and
frustrations of 20 plus yeas on 2Metersworth it all.

| hea the call KIWHS of Dave Olean FN43. |
immediately know who heis. | had copied Dave off the
moon kefore. In aquivering and stuttering voicel cdl
him. And Dave mmesright badk. We exchange grids,
states and things | dorit remember. | am totally shaking.
| knew this one was gecial.

| post onthe 144 MHz Propagation Logger, “1 Am
Having A Heat Attad, | just worked KIHWSin
Maine!l!” | couldn't even typeright, KIWHS. | must
have shod for at least ahalf hour. Even more
interesting was that Dave and | tried on 432MHz, but
there redly were no conditions there for me. | believe |
barely heard him, bu it could have easily been someone
else

In any case, after calming down just alittle, | suddenly
reali zed that this one QSO might mean something. Al
Ward, W5LUA informs me that QSO was about 1600
miles. Then thelittlelight in the brain goes off to let me
know that, “Y our QSO may have broke arecord”.

| proceed to listen upand davn the band. ThisQSO is
nofluke. | ran aadoss Bob, W5FKN down on175. Bob
and with his outstanding view and station had created
what had amourted to a big pileup. Bob was working
the entire Midwest US at thetime and | was nat hearing
many of them. Out of the blue, thereis Dave KIWHS
again as grong as he was earlier. Bob had worked him
an haur earlier than | had.

Asthe evening wore on, the band dd shift for me to the
west and | managed to work a few stations. Once again |
had worked many of them in the past on Es, Meteor and
Tropo. Thisopening produced only 2 new grids (Dave's
was nat anew grid) and 2 rew states. But | got afew

Big reminders of how much funthis can be andif you
hang aroundlong enough you get your rewards.

Thanksto all you“Big Guns’. Yougive usless
sophisticated stations a chance. Also thanksto Wes
WASGTKU and Al Ward W5LUA for passing along to
the DX gtations that others were in there. Plus thanks
everyone on Bob Colyard’'s DX World Website.
Everyone was pretty much well behaved thistime and
there was a little sharing of info. Sometimes we like to
keep the edge and report well after the fact.

Many fabulous “Over Land’ record setting QSO’ s were
completed during the opening. A large number of these
QSO’'s were mmpleted with very modest setups. On
one of therecord QSO’s listed onthe ARRL Website
was aacompli shed with 10watts and a4 element Y agi,
one with a antenna sitting on a porch and yourstruly’s
QSO with aline of hills 70 feet higher than the top of
this dation’syagi at about 1/4 mile avay.

Of course agrea representation of SWOT members are
now onthe recordslist.

So thisisaue will contain tidbits of the opening. Look
over the weather data and pck up what to look for the
next time this happens. You Newbiesand Old Timers
that missed it, hang in there. Y our chancewill come.

Thanksto Sam K5SW, RonWZ1V, DonNL7CO and
LeeN5TIF for your contributions.

Enjoy and Happy DX
Art Jadkson-KASDWI

Applying for the VUCC
From Donald RossNL7CO

These last several weeks have seen somereally
outstanding openings on 2m and along with the greater
acceptanceand wse of some of the new digital modes
like WSIJT, more and more of our members are hitting
that magic number of 100confirmed grids. Just like
Santa, you've chedked the card list twice (or more!) and
you'r e ready to submit for the VUCC — bu how doyou
doit?

Thefirst place to look isonthe ARRL website
(http://www.arrl.org/awards/vucd/) to get the specifics of
the application process The following isthe
summarized version of the process

Must be acurrent ARRL member. | know aham
who saves up his ARRL award applications and then

3



rejoins them every other yea or so just to process
his paperwork for new awards and endorsements.
Must have QSL cards confirming two way contacts
with 100 separate maidenhead grids after 1 January
1983.

All contacts must be made from alocation or
locations within the same grid locator or locationsin
different grid locators no more than 50 mil es apart.
QSL cadsandapplication forms (MSD-259and
MSD-260 — bth forms are availablein MS-Word
format in the download section of the Members
Only sedion of the SWOT website —
www.swotvhf.org) must be submitted to an
approved VHF Awards Manager for certification.
They are not to be sent to the ARRL unlessasked
for. Itisusudly agoodideato have afew “extras’
with youin case the card chedked doesn’'t like one or
two o the cads. Sincel rarely work only one
personinagrid (unless using WSJT or PX-31), |
take dl of the ardsthat | have for the new grids
with me when | get cards chedked. To find the
neaest card chedker, look at
http://www.arrl.org/awards/awardsearch/wassear chf
orml.php3and findthe one dosest to you.

Cards must be sorted alphabeticall y by field and then
numericaly from 00to 99 within that field. This
means DM80,DM98,EL17,EM04,EM12, etc.

The applicaionfeeis $10.00and for that you will
reaive your certificate, a printout of the gridsthat you
used for your VUCC, andaVUCC pin.

Endarsements, also $10.00,are only slightly diff erent.
Endarsements require that you annotate the grids that
you are seeking in red oneither the computer printout
that is sent back to you a that you annotate those grids,
inred, onARRL form MSD-259.

Personally, | use the MS-Word version of the MSD-259
as| get the cardsin. | enter theinformationin the
appropriate blank and then changing itsfont to BOLD
RED UNDERLINED. Oncemy endarsement is
processd through the VUCC card cheder, | save that
copy onmy hard drive & omething like “2m VUCC
175’ until | recave the mnfirmation from the ARRL. |
also go back into my original MSD-259and doa global
change of font to BLACK and UNBOLDED so that |
can start adding the new cards in when they comein.

Again, youfill out the paperwork and take it to your card
cheder andthey sendit off to the leaguejust like your
origind VUCC application. After the processing is over,
you get a sticker to put onyour VUCC signifying the
number of grids that you have confirmed.

All indll, it'sapretty simple procedure and quite
painless.

The Opening of the Year — Recap of the
Tropo Opening September 6 —7, 2003

From Lee Kemp N5TIF:

For meit all started on 9/2/03, | was having alook at the
prop logger and saw that K5SW EM 25 was making
some long haul contacts. It could only mean Tropothis
time of theyea. | made several calls but nothing on my
end the waiting would begin.

9/3/03: | naticethat the conditions were even better as
more cntacts were being made from EM 25 and others.
With asmall cool front making its way here | knew that
it was only a matter of time before | would bein onthe
adion.

9/4/03: On this day nothing was new | thought that the
movement of the ol front had redly slowed downin a
way that's good bu it was killing me that it was moving
S0 slow.

9/5/03: ITSHERE my first contact was alocal in em13
after aquick QSO | head avery weak KB4KIP grid
unknown. Then at 02:41 UTC KQHMB EN52wasin
there | quickly worked him for anew one. Next, at
03:08,KG9BV EM79 another new grid. Ten minutes
later | worked W8JKS EM89. Now | know that it was
stretching out. For about an hour after that | caled and
scan up and down the band. Nothing, | was alittle
disappointed.

Then 04:221 head K2DRH EN41 there was a big pile
up bu someone got to him first then after that they
moved to 4320r 222 not sure aout that. And | would
liketo say that | redly do hete that. Why can't they
work as many as they can then move to a diff erent
frequency. But that is another story.

That was it for the night. But | knew that things were
heding up.

9/6/03: | was right this morning turned into great fun.
11:58. Started with KA9CFD EN40, yep another new
grid. Then | heard Phil NOPB EM39 | had worked Phil
in the past but he asked if | need any gridsaround him
and| said yes! He said he would put the word out that |
needed all the grids aroundhe but his and ore other. At
13:14the band stretched ou and worked K2AXX in
FN12 Mark and | had a nice QSO for about 5 mins. then
off for more grids. 13:21 worked KAOFBJ EN40 a new
one. 13:22,then worked K9IMX EM38. | have worked
4



him on Es, scatter, now Tropo maybe one day | could
work him on AU.

The evening of 9/6/03 was even better. To start out the
evening | made may 2™ longest contact off the whole
event. At 03:25worked K1ITEO FN31wow now that is
astretched. | figured that could nd be bed. Manwasis
wrong 2 mins. later at 03:27 | worked Walter KICMF
FN42 1558.2miles. Thisishisset up; an ICOM 746
PRO @ 100wattsto a13B2 at only 10feet. Andyeshe
sent me aQSL card with him standing on his dedk with
his hand onthe bean. This put mein therecrd books.

But the band was still wide open and had more work to
do. At 03:34 worked W3KWH EN90 this one happen to
be aclub stationniceto hear you guys. Next at 03:47
worked KB8U EN71then off to ancther long haul it was
WZ1V FN31at 03:58. Next it was KBZES ANO2 at
04:00. The band was crowed but | managed to pul him
out. At 04:33 worked NY2Z FNO2 Sid. | thought |
would rever get his call right .. haha. 04:35 worked
N9RAM EN41 then it seemed to cool off for afew mins.

Then at 05:05worked K9MRI EN70worked himin
every mode but AU next W8BYA in EN70aswell. At
05:21 worked KBOPE EM48 ancther new one DAVE
had been looking for me he is one of the guys up rear
Phil. And it was ancther new one for me. | did hear
WOUD but never got to get himinto the logbodk.

9/7/03: This morning the band was partly shut down but
| did manage to work KORL EM49 another one that was
looking for me that Phil sent out to chase after me. This
was the last new grid that | worked. Therest werein
OK andKSthat | had worked before.

| think that this was aoncein alifetime opening dad
that | was ableto take avenged of it. Thisopening | was
able to complete my VUCC for 2 Meters. As of now, |
am still waiting on ane card to get badk. This one card
will give me 111grids confirmed then | will put themin
the proper order get them over to Kent WA5VJB the
cad cheder inthe aea.

It was fun hoge that many of you enjoyed the opening as
much as | did. Goodluck to all.

LeeN5TIF
6M VUCC#1114SWOT #3319

From Sam Whitley K5SW:
To All whom | have nat already told of my goodfortune
to beintheright place at right time-

On 144MHz:

| worked all of W1 land except VT-nore heard
ME-K1IWHS MN43 ME-

** My best of the period 2249.7 km

NH-W1zZC FN42

MA-K5MA FN41

RI-N1DZ FN41

CT-K1TEO, WZ1V ,W1COT,K1PXE al FN31
W2 land

NY-K2AXX FN12,NY2Z FNO2

NJK1JT, W2KV ,K2SMN,K2PLL al FN20
W3 land

DE-nore

MD-K1RZ,W3ZZ al FM19

PA-K3AX FN20,W3EME FM19WA3LTB EN92,
K3ZGY FNOON3FZ EN90

W4 land

GA-WA4EUH

KY-K4TO EM77,KI40T EM67

VA-W4RX FM19

AL-KU4AWW EM54 WB4VHF EM64
NC-K4QI FM06

TN-KG4APR EM65WB4ECR EM66 AE4ABK
EM75KF40DI EM55WB4JGG EM75
SC-nore

FL-nore

W8 land

MI- OH- Too many worked to list

WV-K2PQI FM09

W9/WO0 land

Toomany to list, all stateswrked-except CO, ND, SD
VE3 land

VE3AX FNO2wrked many times over the period

On 222MHz | worked

IL-KR8L,W9RVG dl EM57,K9SM EM59
MO-WAOSIR EM56W0DQY EM48KOWYN EM38
AR-KG5MD, N5DZQ both EM 36

KS-NOLIE EM27

OH-K8TQK EM89

TN-WB4JGG EM 75 KGAPR EM65

IA-KMOT EN13

VA-W4RX FM19

MI-KB8U EN71

ONT-VE3AX FNO2

CT-K1TEO FN31,state# 32,grid # 127 201855 km-
** my best of the period

50MHZ
K2DRH EN41-ran with Bob to seewhat lower freq prop
was like and signal was very good Tropo

Thanksto internet postings to prompt all so that many
QSO's were made that would have been passed up.
Sam K5SW EM 25hr



From Ron KlimasWZ1V:

I'm surprised about the ladk of reports @ far from this
past weekend Sept 6-7. This was a huge opening, |
thought for sure eseryone on here would be talking this
up!

Here's my report from Sept 7th: | had just put up new
1445WL, 2225WL and 4329WL Y agis on the tower
Saturday afternoon.At 020 | fire up 2M and work
KM5PO in EM12. 1 thought, man that antenna's working
good, HI!

I wound upfilling 2 log pages of 4S5'S8's9'sand Os
on 2V, 222, and 432.

Some of the stations worked on 2M included K4TO
EM77,KD4EVB EM78,WB8ED EM79,

KG9BV EM79,WB8JHI EM79,K40M EM88,N8OB
EN80, AG4V EM55,K90IM EM56,

KCOONF EM56, WAOSIR EM56, WA9GYH EM57,
NM9H EM59, K5UR EM35,KG5MD EM36, WODFK
EM47,KOHHB EM48,KO0Z EM48, NIOD EM48,
KASDWI EM12,KM50L EM13, W5FKN EM13,
W5MB EM 13, WA5TKU EM13,NL7CO EM04,
KD5TGM EM15,K5CM EM25,K55W EM25, W5V HF
EM25,K5XH EM26, K5YY EM26,N6CL EM26,
NOMST EM27, and best DX was N5TIF in EM12hk
1485mil es.

On 222,1 worked K8BTQK EM89,N8XA EM79, KB8U
EN71,K4TO EM77,KR8L EM57,K5UR EM35, and
best DX W5LUA EM13 1423 miles! Signals weren't as
strong on 432, loit worked K8TQK EM89, KB8U EN71,
K4TO EM77, and best DX K5UR EM35 1164 miles. |
put up some microwave antennas Sunday afternoon hut
that evening brought diminished condtions, just
managed to work K4EJQ EM86 on 2n.

I'd like to personally thank Fred Stefanik N1DPM, for
helping me put up the antennas, getting me bad in the
game, and making this all possible.
73,RonWZ1V FN31mp

From Don RossNL7CO:

Grid: EM04uo

Power: 400w

Antenna: Single M2 2M18XX X @ 55

Readers Digest version:

QSO's. 26

States; 12 + Ontario

Grids: 23

Fun: Lots

DATE TIME CALL GRID ST BAND
09/06 0326 W2KV FN20 NJ 2
0906 0330 K8TQK EM89 OH 2
09/06 0339 KG9BV EM79 IN 2

0906 0342 WORVG EMS57 IL 2
0906 0344 K9HMB EN52 IL 2
0906 04:34 NOPB EM39 MO 2
0906 04:36 WODQY EM48 MO 2
0906 1157 VESAX FNO2 ONT 2
0906 1203 KA9CFD EN40 IL 2
0906 1203 N9OBB EN41 IL 2
0906/ 1220 KOUO EMO7 KS 2
0906 1235 K9IMX EM38 MO 2
0906 1258 ABOSD EN30 IA 2
0907 0340 NY2S FNO2 NY 2
0907 0356 WAOI EM47 MO 2
0907 0505 W1zC FN42 NH 2
0907 0524 WZzZ1V FN31 CT 2
09/073 05:32 K1RZzZ FM19 MD 2
0907 0559 WB8BIA EN70 OH 2
0907 1237 KI1TEO FN31 CT 2
0907 1240 N8KOL EN8O OH 2
0907 1350 WS8TN EM98 WV 2
0907 1401 K2SMN FN20 NY 2
0907 1402 WB8PAT EN81 OH 2

So What Happened? :
On the surface, this opening was very similar to past
gred ones.

Source: Unisys Weather — http://weather.unisys.com/

1) 9/06/03 Surface data
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A Cod front had made its way out of Canadafor a
number of days. Thisfront wasthefirst major one since
the Spring. It had stalled at the Gulf of Mexico and aso
just off the Atlantic Coast. Hurricane Fabian was east of
North Carolina and heading away.



2) Detailed Surface features On 9/06/03

A very large surfacehigh-presaure system centered over
Illinais, behind the cod front, is suck. High-presaire
systems are mld-cored as they arrive from Canada.
With the stalling situation, it is now pumping Warm air
from the Atlantic, the land around the center (Southeast
US and Central Plains). Hea Rises!!!

3) 700Mb Height Temperatures (+/- 10,000~eet)

This chart should have provided some immediate
answers. It acually provided more questions. A small
center of High Presaureislocated over llli nois.
Normally in large openings, it would be much further
south. The big factor was a complete lack of winds
around the 10000foot level. Temperature and Dew
Point gaps were large from Texas to South Dakota to
New York.

3) 500Mb Height/Temperature (Near 20,000Fed)

Once a@ain, the key factor isnowind. Thereisasmall
trace of aHigh Presaure center over Nebraska. West of
the Atlantic Coast, al the way to West Texas and badk
to New England, again alarge spread of temperature to
due points at these heights.

4) 300Mb Height / Temperature (Over 30,000feet)

Surprising isaridge of low presaure over Arkansas.

This might explain the lack of east to west propagation.
Along the northern border of the Low from West Texas
to Minnesotato New York, orce ajain thereisvery little
wind at this height and the same dew point/temperature
gap.

So What Does ThisMean?

For most of the big Tropo @enings, we see Upper Air
high-presaure ontop d a surface high system. This
produces strong and very large temperature inversions.



If this had occurred, | doult that Texas and Oklahoma
would have worked New England. Too much activity in
between to complete agood QSO. Also, throughou this
opening, | observed little, if any TV Tropo. It appeas
that alad of winds above the surface all owed good
multi ple temperature inversions over avery wide areaof
the courtry to bend VHF/UHF radio waves.

Upper Air Soundings:

Twicedaily (Early Morning/ Late Afternoan), the US
Weather Bureau releases weather balloors and measure
temperature, dew point and wind speed well i nto the
atmosphere. These are available severa hourslater. A
few of these sourdings $how the inversions.

In a stable (boring for Hams) atmosphere, temperate and
dew paint will decrease at asimilar pace. InaTropo
friendly atmosphere, you will see temperature inversions
at one and multiple levels sgnified by arisein air
temperature and a very distinctive large decrease in dew
point.

1) 9/07 0QJT Albany, NY Soundng

Dew Point Left Line, Air Temperature Right Line
3 passibly 4 Temperature Inversions !!!!

2) 9/07 OQJT Wilmington, OH Soundnd

2 with ore extremely deep inversion.
Notice the light winds up to 25000feet.

3) 09/06 12UT Oklahoma City Sourding

Once gain as many as 4 inversions.

The Conclusion:

When you take multi ple temperature inversions at
varying heights over avery large area they will li ne up
to produce highly extended paths of bending of VHF
signals. The key was an extremely large dfected area.
Rarely is the atmospheric coverage thislarge.

It will probably be many yeas before we seethisagain.

DX Reports September 15 - October 16
By Art Jackson KA5SDWI

Aurora:

9/17: Midwest US

10/14: Midwest US

Meteors.

10/12: NW5E EL98 worked FM19 onCW viaMS.
Sporadic E/ FAI:

Seasonisover. No reports.

Tropo:

Hard to top last month!!

9/17: Enhancement Florida

9/18: East & Midwest

9/21-23: Great Lake states

9/25: Gulf Sates

9/25: Atlantic Coast

10/04: Southeastern States

10/07: Great Lake states

10/14: Northeast and Great L ake States

Please send me your reports, | will be glad to put themin
the Bull etin.

What to exped

October 16 —November 15

Fall is producesthe best Tropo.

Meteors:

The Orionids will pegk quickly at 20:00 UT on October
21. Many minor showers abound.

The Leonids $how up on November 18. Remember, we
arejust ayea from the storm and could till see




heightened conditions. Also, the Leonids have two
separate peaks. It is an excdlent North-South path
shower.

Solar Influences:

KH6BME Report:

DIS 10/16-17, 1021-22, 1¥11-14

DIS-LN 1023

BN-DIS 11/10

BN-LN 10/18, 1415

LN 11/03

LN-HN 10/19, 1024, 11/04

HN-BN 10/28, 1109

HN-LN 11/02

HN 10/20, 1025-27, 1029-11/01, 1105-08
Trandation:

Disturbed, Below Normal, Low Normal, High Normal
Look for possible VHF condtions on Below Normal and
Disturbed days.

Aurora:

Still active!

Look for chances 11/09-10

Tropo:

Continue to look for stalling frontal systems at the Gulf
and Atlantic Coast and generating a opportunity a day or
two later.

E-Layer Propagation:

Es are over till aroundlate November.

Moon:

Good days: 10/18-26, 1703-04, 1115-22

Bad days: 10/29

Good days are based onlow sky noise and peth loss
readings (DEGR) lessthan 3dB, Best days at/or below
1dB. Bad days are those with a 10db dusreading.

L unar, Solar and Astronomical Events
Lunar: Perigee— 1025, Apogee— 11/10
Full Moon —11/08-09, New Moon — D/25
Highest Declination (Elevation): 10/17, 11/12
Lowest Declination (Elevation): 10/29-30
Solar: Overhed 10/16: - 8.9°S, 11/15: -18.4S
Southern Hemisphere E Threshald 11/03
USAF Predicted Solar Flux Average:
10/16-11/15: 118
(No change from prior month)
Meteors.
10/16-10/31 - 18 Active showers, 12 Pe&k
10/01-10/15- 18 Active showers, 7 Pe&k
Meteor info at:
http://comets.amsmeteors.org/meteors/cad endar.html

Event & Contest Calender 2003

Month Day Event

October 24-25 TexomaHamarama
Kingston, OK

October 2526 50MHz Fall Sprint

November 08 NCTECHamfest
Azle TX

November 08 Clea Lake Hamfest
Houston TX

November 1516 ARRL International EME
Competition Part 2

Send me dates that are important to you all.

SWOT Announcements and News

Vice Chairman Position:

As mentioned last month John Petersen has asked that he
bereieved of the duties of Vice Chairman. Don Ross
NL7CO has been naminated to succea John. We will
approve it when the board votes onthe By Laws.

NEW MEMBERS:

#3430
K5YC JAMES CRAWFORD
LOVINGTON NM DM82
#3429

WASUFH LOUIS (TIP) R. TIPTON
EDNA TX  EL19
Thanksfor joining all.

From Larry Hogue, W6OMF

The month of September has finished andthereis
nothing but great

wedher...

We had a short impromptu gathering of about a dozen of
the SWOT gang at the River City SWAP onthe 27thin
Saaamento. Renewasare comingin and| picked up
four more.

Deceamnber the 6th isthe annual NorCal SWOT gathering
at Bakers Square in West Sacamento. Bill, SWOT
3400 ras dorated his M2 win of $50 badk to the drawing
for SWOT members. | will balance the bodksin Mid
November and rally the NorCal SWOT Membership
monies for the drawing... Remember you must

be aurrent thru me and thru Decto be eligible for the
SWOT Drawings...

To be aNorCal SWOT Member you haveto be aleto
ched into ore of our three
nets... Myself, KA6CHJ, or KF6BXH...



SWOT Net Reports

Here are the net reports for August and September.
Unless nated, thefirst figure listed for ead date is the
number of chedk-ins and the secondis the number of
grids.

Northern Califor nia (Sunday)
Month of September:

Northern Missouri (Monday)

Month of September:

Date/Check ing/Grids/States

09/01-28/ 17/ 7 (©/08-35 16/6 ©/15-24/13/5
09/22-28/16/8 929 -27/16/6

North Texas (Wednesday)
09/17... 4119 ®/24... 3417 10/01... 30/16
10/08... 3215

A total of 15 gridswith 119different stations chedked
in.

40 stations chedked in each Sunday

22 checked in three times

18 checked in two times and

39 checked in onetime...

OR, NV and CA were the states saying howdy...

Southwest Oklahoma (T hur sday)
09/04...5/2 (09/11..5/2 09/18...4/3
9/25...5/3

East Texas Pineywoods (Satur day)
09/20... 135 ®/27... 147 10/04...10/4
10/11... 12/7 10/18... 1206

SIDEWINDERS ON TWO” ENROLLMENT OR RENEWAL FORM

NOTE: Though your membership and number are goodfor life you must renew annually to recave the newsletter and stay on the

adivelist..

Enclosed find check/MO. to: New member---$1200
Howard Hallman WD5DJT, SecTreas.
3230Springfield Lancaster, TX 75134-1214

New Member. | have worked the foll owing members:

Renewal----$12.00

Call: SWOT No. Call: SWOT No.

Renewing: My SWOT No. is

Name; Call Grid Square

Stred address

City State Zip Code

Telephone Nos. E-mail

Receve Newdletter By Email: YES NO

SWOT NETS
Day L ocal Area Net Frequency Net Control
Time Station

SUN 8:30A TUCSON AZ ARIZONA 144.250 N7SQN AL

SUN 8:00P VACAVILLE CA NO. CALIFORNIA 144.250 W60OMF LARRY

SUN 9:30P HOLLAND Ml MI SWAM 144155 K8NFT

MON 7:30P ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXICO 144.200 N5XZM BOBBY

MON 8:00P COLORADO ROCKY MT. VHF + 144220 NOVSB W60AL

MON 8:00P N. CENTRAL MO. N. CENTRAL MO. 144.250 NOPB PHIL
SWOT

MON 8:00P SANDUSKY E. MICHIGAN VHF 144.250 W8IDT BART

TUE 8:00P CANOCTYS NORCAL 144.250 KF6BXH BILL

WED 9:00P NO TEXAS NORTH TEXAS 144.250 W5FKN BOB
SWOT

THU 8:00P CASOCTYS NORCAL 144250 KA6CHJ PAUL

THU 7:30P DUNCAN OK SOUTHWEST 144250 W5SSG JM
OKLAHOMA SWOT

THU 9:00P TENNESSE UPFER 144225 N2BR BOBBY
CUMBERLAND

SAT 7:00A EAST TEXAS PINEYWOODS 144250 K5LOW DON
SWOT
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